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Wisconsin|
Resources Protectlon
' I Council

Forest County Chapter, Rt. 1 Box 795, Crandon, WI 54520

November 5, 1997

Dear State Lawmaker,
Greetings from Forest and Langlade Counties. Our apologies for this form letter to

all of you, but we have no other way to get this important message to you in a timely way.
Recently you received a copy ofa videotape from Peter Connor and the Northeast
Alliance for Progress designed to mislead you to believe that Forest County is a poverty-
ridden wasteland that only the boom: and bust economy of mining can save. We are
writing to let you know in the strongest terms possible, that the scenes depicted in the
videotape do not reflect the hard work that local businesses and residents have
performed to make Forest County a clean and safe place to grow and live in. This
videotape performs a serious disservice and is an insult to every hard-working citizen in

the region.

You need to know that the Peter Connor and his extended family have a significant
financial interest in the success of the proposed Crandon mine. They are investors in

- several limited partnerships that stand to receive large amounts of money from mineral

" rights feased to Crandon Mmmg Company. We have the records from the state Division
of Financial Institutions to back this up.

You need to know that the Northeast Alliance for Progress listed as add::lonal supporters
~ of the videotape many investors in the Crandon mine and includes many other property
owners who stand to gam financially from either leasing or selling their lands to Exxon.

You need to know that in the;r effort to get you to vote against the Mining Moratorium bill,
Peter Connor and the Northeast Alliance for Progress, didn't let opposition from the
Forest County business and banking community stop them from distributing the

videotape. For example, Northeast Alliance for Progress simply fabricated the name of a
bank in Wabeno and listed it as a supporter. A second area bank's name was listed as a

sponsor without its permission. Other local business leaders and local citizens were
asked to support the tape without seeing it first. But when they found out just how
misleading it was, some demanded to be removed as supporters.

1

MAIN OFFICE:
* Box 263, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Chapter Offices: = 2610 Log Cabin Drive, White Lake, W1 54491 * 210 Avon Street #4, La Crosse, WI 54603 /

\—




11/05/97 Wisconsin Resources Protection Council-Forest County Chapter

We have enclosed the ads taken out by the banks and individuals whose names were
used inappropriately in the tape. We have also enclosed the letters to the editors of the
two local papers in the Crandon area, from local residents and business leaders
protesting this attack on the good reputation of the community crafted by a minority who
stand to benefit from mining development.

Crandon, Forest and Langlade Counties remain thriving, healthy, clean and safe places
for local residents and business to live and operate in. Could we use more economic
development and sustainable jobs for our people? Of course, what community doesn’t?
But we support sustainabie development that will benefit the local community for the

long-term and for all ifs residents, not just a few who are looking for a windfall.

Thank you for your time.

Tom Ward, WRPC, George Rock, WRPC,
Crandon, Forest County Pickerel, Langlade County

attachment
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| Video depicting poverty
- in Forest County draws
criticism and refutation

ly Mike Monte
' The debate over the mining moratorium bill is
saching a fever pitch. Supporters of the biil are hoping

g 'iown any mining devel opment in the state until a mine
“if ‘similar geology, in another state, has been operated
“or'a period of ten years and has been reciaimed for ten
‘gars with no environmental damage. Those opposed
3 the legisiation feel that the laws on the books,
nforced by the Depantment of Naturai Resources, are
ufficient to protect the Northwoods environment, and
nining should proceed if all the criteria are met. The
neasure has already passed the Wisconsin Senate by a
ote of 28-3,

A legisiative hearing is scheduled on the Mining

doratorium Bill for October 14, 10:00 a.m., at State Fair
dark, in Milwaukee. The hearing will be conducted by
he Assembly Environment Committee. it is likely that
Joth sades of the issue wili pull.out the stops. - ..*.
' ‘Milwaukee bassd P&H: Harms:chfegef and
'3ucyrus internaticnal, “manufacturers  of mining
yquipment, are urging their workers o attend the
Jearing and testify against the proposed legislation.
- Norkers will be bussed to the hearing and paid their
egular wages while participating in the process.
Jndoubtedly, the environmental community will be
narshaling their forces to show support-for the bill as
well.

Locally, a video, presumably produced to
nfluence the legislature, has been produced which was
intended to show the poverly and general run-down
condition of Forest County and more specifically, the
sommunities of Crandon, Wabeno, and lLaona. The
video is narrated by Peter Connor, who is listed in the
credits as a spensor, along with other individuals, the
three communities listed above, Farest County, two area
nanks, and the Northeast Alliance for Progress.

The general and overwhelming consensus of

County just isn't that bad. In fact, the video depicts only
the very worst. buildings and infrastructure existing in
Forest County, and compiletely ignores new building and
businesses, and new infrastructure, such as recent
building projects on area schools.

While it is assumed the video was not produced
for mass consumption, but is only one of the many
political machinations being deployed in the Mining
Moratorium fight, it does injure the sensibilities of local
people who have pride in their community, and it

spent many unpaid hours promoting the area. .
Three of the sponsors listed in the credits have

the -

e 1eg:slataon will stop the Crandon Mine and slow {

It has come to my attention that
there is a video being shown in the
area about the Crandon Mme stating

Northwoods State
sponsoring the video.

The Northwoods State Bank is not
.sponsormg a video for or against the
Crandon Mining situation. We have not
seen the video, however we have not
and do not take a stand one way or the
regard to the mining

other with
problem in Forest Co.

Sm(:erely, |
Connie Petersen

Bank

President, Northwoods State Bank

the people who have seen the video is that Forest-

especially hurts the feelings of many citizens who have

video,  Our office has received the following
communications:

To wmm it may concarm:

ARGICLE By
MILE MONTE,

" The City of Crandon was not a sponsor of a EdiToR

video pradaced and narrated by Petar Connor, nor were FloafEErX e;pzej';‘
we ever contacted lo be a sponsor of any video dipicting  a .,

economic conditions in Forest County. The City of
Crandon had no part in the production of any video.
/s/ Vern Kincaid, Mayor of Crandon

Pioneer Expmss

it has come to my attertion that there is a video
being shown in the areg about the Crandon Mine stating
the Northwoods State Bank is sponsonng the video.

The Northwoods State Bank is not sponsoring a
video for or against the Crandon Mining Shtuation. We
have not seen the video, however, we have not and do
not take a stand one way or the other with regard to the
mining probiem in Forest Co.

It is my understanding that Gordon Connors
produced this video and he assured me he would write
to you with a retraction on our behall.

Sincerely,
Connie Petersen, President (Northwoods State Bank)

TIMBERWOOD BANK NOTICE
Timberwood Bank has been made aware that g
certain video has been produced and may be being
circulated in which a fictitious Wabeno State Bank has
been listed as a sponsor of said video.
Please Understand that the fictitious Wabeno
‘State Bank jg.not the Timberwood Bank, formally the
State Bank of Wabeno, which is the only bank in
Wabeno! -
e The. ﬁmbemod Bank has had no part in the
'wdeo and axpresses no opinion regarding the contents

12,1997 .




Dear Friends and Neighbors,

' We must not allow Peter
Connor and the Northeast Al-
liance for Progress to represent
us, the average citizens of
Forest County, to our state
iegislature. The video that they
sent out grossly exaggerates our
poverty and diminishes the
gfforts of county businesses and
the hard work of many citizens
10 promote our beautiful county.
{1 is offensive and misleading.

Just a few examples of this
less than accurate representa-
Hon,

Our Forest County Tourist
Industry grows everyday, and in
alt seasons. The video dismisses
it. In actuality it has the poten-
tial of being our prime growth
asset.

The video pictures a day care
“center that has closed for some-
time and asks “Would you like
to leave your child here?” (No

parent in their right mind
would!y But parents can choose
one of the many day care homes
in the county, or an attractive,
state licensed center such as
“Tiger Tots” in the Northwoods
Recreation Center in Crandon.

One last inaccurate state-
ment, “98% of our high school
graduates leave home to get a
- well paying job.” This is not

‘true. ‘An-informal survey of the

graduates of Crandon High of

the last ten years reveals that a

bit less than 50% work and live

in the area. This figure com-
" pares to most places of the same
size or larger.

Further proof of the confi-
dence the citizens of Laona and
Crandon have in their towns is
the fact that cur school districts
have passed referendums 1o
huild or improve schools. Other
places in the states have said
‘no” 1o similar referendums.

_ Yes, we do need more jobs
for people who find Forest
County a good place to live,
Our many renewable resources
of forests, lakes and rivers
already provide them. Mining is
a ponrenewable resource and
has a potential to destroy our
greatest growth potential.
Common sense tells us that.
Very sincerely,
Marie J. Davis,

Retired Educator

LETEE. TOTHE EDiToL,

FRREST REPUBLICAN, OCT ¥,
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'I'IMBERWOOD

Bank

NOTICE

Timberwood Bank has been made aware that a
certain video has been produced and may be being
circulated in which a fictitious Wabeno State Bank has
been listed as a sponsor of said video.

Please understand that the fictitious Wabeno State |
Bank is not the Timberwood Bank, formerly the State |
Bank of Wabeno, which is the only bank in Wabeno!

The Timberwood Bank has had no part in the video |
arzfd expresses no opmwn regardmg t}ze contents of said |
video. :

FAiD NOTICE - FOREST REPUBLICAN - OCT. ‘15,0997

Dear Editor,

In the past few weeks, | have been made aware
that my name appears on the tape produced by Mr.
Peter Connor and the Northeast Alliance for Progress. |
was asked to participate in the tape and declined the
offer. 1did, however, say that | would support the effort
10 inform the Legislature that our county does need
industry. [ do not support a'tape that sheds a bad light
on our communities. | am proud to live and work in this
area and 0o not wish to be a sponsor of any kind that
would show only the negative parts of our communities.
t would also like everyone 1o know that | was not asked
0 view the tape, was not asked for my opinion on the
tape, and did not know my name was listed as a
sponsar. 1 am asking Mr. Connor to remave my name
as a sponsor,

Sincerely,
Ted Frank

LETTrER To THE Pioneée EXPRESS, Clan Denl
oer 40,199 3



Forest RepusLical - Ocr 15,1997

Dear Editor:

By now many of your
readers have probably had an
opportunity to view the video
praduced by an organization
calling Hself the Northwoods
Aliance for Progress and
narrated by Perer Connor. This

bizsed. biasphemous picce of

work depicting Crandon and
Forest County as a depressed,
derelict stum has now been seat
w members of the Wisconsin
Assembly on behalf of several
listed  sponsoers  who  are
apparently convinced that this is
what it wiil take to defeat the
mining moratorium bill. %ia} he
they!'re right, but what 2 price to

PRy mr_.'i%mw of us whose

Busingsses are {igpu:écm onag
good community image” Here
are some- real facts about

Crandon that we might ail take

pridein, &

Contrary to what Mr. Connor
would have our legisiators be-
lieve, the Crandon area
presently enjoys a moderately
diversified focal economy con-
sisting of several successful
small 10 medium employers:
Bemis Mfg. is a wood products
m&nutauuru with 74 employ-
ees in Crandon and 25 in Laona.

asstate-of-the-artenviror
testing lab, the second larzest in
the state, employing 40 people.
Double K Industries builds
trolley car tour bises andem-
ploys 21 people. Colburn Pre-

cision Fabricating is a metal

fabricating job shap hat em-
ploys 14 people and is presently
having trouble finding three or
four more. Forest Tool, a fast
growing tool and dic shop spe-
Clalizing in injection muolding
dies, employs ten people and
would hire two more immedis
ately if they were avaliabig,
Rosa Trailer Mfg. employs
seven and s also looking for
two more. Lipman Gifts, an
import gift distributor serving
the upper Midwest, employs
seven full time emplovees and
five or six more on a scasonal
basis. The Crandon Nursing
Home has about 123 employ-
ees. About 15 independent
timber harvest operations in
the immediaste area employ
more than 100 people (many
more in Forest County as a
whole). Several local people
also work for the U.S. Forest

Service in either Rhinelander or
Laona, Crandon is also a
“pedroom” community for the
many local folks who cnjoy
small town living and drive u
half  hour o work at
Rhinelander Paper Company,
Triumph Twist Drill, ot one of
the several other Rhinclander
empioyers who have come (o
depend on our supply of high
quality laubor.

Mr. Connor also paints a
picture of  crumbiing
infrastructure in cur area.
Crandon’s infrastructure is as
modern and up to date as any
other small fown in Wisconsin,
and more so than most. Qur K-

12 schoot was builtin 1991 ata

cost of $8.1 million, and with 2
$2.5 million addition which just
opened this year, is the pride of
the community. A new high-
tech sewage treatment facility
costing $1.5 million is expected

to go on-line within two
months. A modern water
storage  reservolr  was

constructed in 1993 at.a cost of
$200,000 to augment the
existing landmark structure. A
brand new city park with a price

- 4,00 -
" Northern Lake: Serwce, }m is o tag {H 394,000 is: pearing com:

nenial

Th “Crandon mmmw

' mty building and city -hall-are

scheduled for a-$140,000 ex-
pansion eariy next yegar.
Construction of a new $700,0600
firg bdm isialso’ ‘{ihi,iflﬁ{.(f tor

live in this area five vears after
high school, not 5% as Mr.
Connor's propaganda video
suggests. This scems like a
pretty average percentage in to-
day’s mobile society, and cer-
tainly not an indication that our

_area is job poor.

So. you see, things are really
in prefty good s?aapL ap herg,
Crandon has prepared well for
long-term, modest, conirolled
gmwm: a progressive little
community right in the middle
of the beautiful Nicoter National
Forest. Indeed, the fact that
Crandon is one of the few spe-
cipl prages left in Wiscongin has
been a pretty well- -kept secrat!
Might this not-be an appropriate
time for our local Chamber of
Commerce to let this secret oyr?

Ron Krueger
NORTHERN LAKE
SERV ICF,. INC,

1998, ‘An ongoing fundsraising

campatgn will raise $200,000:t0

-construct a new Cranden Li-.

“brary- facility by the vear 2000,

Construction of an animal shel-
ter, also funded by donations, i8
scheduled to begin next spring.

These are all commitments
thitt the people of our commu-
nity have made to their future.
How: many other communities
with populations of under 3,000
have committed $13 millien 10
infrastructure investments over
a six year period? Poor folks
living in poverty and squalor

~don’t make these kinds of

commitments. The (wo new
banks that have moved into
Crandon in the last four vears
are further indicators of a high
degr=e of local economic
confidence. A
Crandon high school grads
shows that about 43% of them

review of



Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin Inc.

— committod fo research and educatfon about (he svclal, cconomtdec and emvironmental Impacts of melallic sulfide miining —

To: Assembly Environment Committee Members

From: David Blouin, Mining Impact Coalition

Re: Hendc;son Mine article

Date: April 16, 1997

At yesterday’s public hearing, committee members received copies of an article from the
Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel discussing the Henderson mine in Colorado. The article indicated

that the Henderson Mine has operated with no problems and has caused no pollution to nearly
rivers.

I wanted to share the enclosed information with Committee members which document the many
L _paliutmn pmhlems at'the Henderson - Urad mine in Colorado. - I have also enclosed a copy of

" “the December 1995 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency raport that discusses the pollution -
problems at this mining project.

Please feel free to contact me if you would fike any additional information or have any questions.




Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin Inc.

- comtmitted to mseéml: and edm:axlbn about the soclal, economic and emvironmental Ilmpacts of metalllc suliide mialng «

in our eﬁarts to cantmue research on the question of "safe” metallic sulfide mining
such as Exxon's proposal near Mole Lake, Mining Impact has been looking at the
examples cited in the survey feieased by Exxon in February this year. One of the
mines, the Henderson mine in Ceiorado was cited by Exxon as an
"envnronmentaliy responsible” mine and held up as an example for Wisconsin.
Our investigation finds that this mine is not the environmentally safe mine
described by the survey. in fact the Henderson mine's owners have been found
resporzs:ble for water qualsty probiems at the sn‘.e and downstraam :

Hencierson 5 owner Cixmax Malybdenum Company (CMC) also owns the Urad
Mine and Mill which closed in 1974. CMC discovered the Henderson deposn in
the mid-"60's, but did not activate the project until 1976. CMC at Henderson, is
mining the same ore body as they did at Urad. The two projects are separated
only by an adit or tunnel. Dana Allen, EPA-Denver, said, "The mines are
contiguous; one is active and the othef abandoned and both produce acid," and,
"they're basically mining the same ore.”

in the ?980‘3 acnd mine dramage from sevefai sources was found to be the cause
of elevated levels of manganese, zinc, and: f;adm;um inWoods Creek. The Urad
“mine portal and the abandoned tallmgs ;}onds were determmed to be the. sources
CMC plugged the Urad portal in 1989, Although this action stemmed the -
immediate flow of acid drainage from the mine itself, the tailings dumps continued
to supply contaminants to Woods Creek and on into West Fork Clear Creek. Dana
Allen of the EPA cited both surface and groundwater flow from the taliings and on-
site resewclr as transporting contammants to West Fork Clear Creek." e

Because the dlscharges from Urad's ta!lmgs exceedeé state water quaiity limits,
this site was listed under Section 304(0) of the Clean Water Act as significantly

contributing to impairment of water guality in Woods and West Fork Clear Creeks.

After disapproving a state permit meant fo satisfy requirements of Section 304(j),
EPA issued a federal National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit requiring that the Urad discharges meet effiluent limits.

So why is Henderson inappropriate for use as an example for Wisconsin?

The "new" mine called Henderson is neither closed nor reclaimed. Milling and
waste disposal of the ore is done at a site approximately 15 miles away. No mill

1

in Madison: P.O. Box 259034 Madison, Wi 537250034 , Tel: 608.233.8455 . Fax 608.236.9111
o Milwankee: 1001 E, Keefe Ave. Milwauskee, W1 53212-31710 . Tel: 414.964.5758 . E-mail: goblinfern@aol.com




Urad/Henderson continued

waste rock or process wastes are being backfilled into the mine itself. The mining
wastes are not impounded into the type of waste dumps proposed to be used by
mining industry proposals in Wisconsin.

Climax Molybdenum abandoned the Urad mine/mill site in 1974 and attempted to
reclaim the tailings wastes, yet was eventually forced by state and federal officials
to meet strict water quality requirements due to contamination from the tailings
dumps and a reservoir at the site. CMC resumed mining at the same site in 1978,
but renamed it the Henderson mine. It is not clear why CMC did this.

It is readily apparent that the Henderson/Urad mine is hardly an example of a
successiully operating metaliic sulfide mine. To disconnect the Henderson and
Urad mines from each other isto ignore that one company, CMC, has mined
essentially one ore body at the same site and has caused extensive water quality
problems caused by a failure to handle and store its wastes carefully. Moreover,
the "new" project (Henderson) is milling and dumping mine wastes without the
kind engineered containments being debated in Wisconsin. The Henderson mine
wastes have already begun to seep leachate past the dam meant to hold them ina
valley near the mill. If CMC's experiences with the Urad mine wastes is any
“indication, it appears that the wastes from the current project will only cause more

problems.

Sources: U.S.EPA, Human Health And Environmental Damages fFrom Mining And Mineral
Frocessing Wastes, Dec. 1995, P.45, April 14, 1997 phone conversation with Dana Allen, U.S,
ERA-Denver, ‘Milwaukee Joumal Sentinel, Touted as Earth-friendly, a mine wins ac;;c;iades,

April 13, 1997, Don Behm. ;

Compiled by' Dave Blouin, Mining Impact Coalition, April 1997.
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HuUMAN HEALTH AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGES
FROM MINING AND
MINERAL PROCESSING WASTES

Technical Background Document

Qiixﬁrﬁ“‘v:—c 3 B c‘-rt\‘d\mn—‘*ﬂ‘ Dv‘f\rﬁﬂt\f" D‘I!ln

Applying Phase IV Land Disposal Restrictions to
- Newly Identiﬁed.Mineral Pmc.essin-g W_astes_;_

- Includes supplemetal attachments
on (1) Mine Waste Releases and
Contaminants for Selected
Facilities; (2) Natural Resource
Damages and (3) Releases from

h 3 ) PPN S — Cldmcenien TIE L mm

Office of Solid Waste
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
bercamzen, (995
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Colorado

Urad Mine and Mill: Tailings Contaminate Creek

Sactor: Molybdenum
Facility: Urad ?&}ine and Mill, Climax Molybdenum Company (CMC), Climax, CO

Facility Ovarview: The-site was initiafly mined from 1914 10 1918. Mining and milling of
molybdenum resumed from 1887 until 1974 when the ore body was exhausted. The mine
had baen inactive since then. CMC had revegetated roads and reservoir dam faces with fill
from the upper and lower tailings areas. Talling ponds and reservoirs overflowed
ssasonally, L o _ :

Wasta Stream(s): Ths inactive mine had three NPDES discharge peints: Outfall 001, the
discharge from the lower Urad reservoir; Outfall 002, the combined point discharge of all
drainage fror the upper tallings area; and Outfall 003, the combined point discharge of all
drainage from the lower tailings area. o o

Waste Management Practices: .Upon closure, waste rock from the Henderson mine, another
CMC facllity nearby, was used o reclalm the tailings areas, followed by application of sewage
sludge and wood ¢hips, and revegetation. ‘Both the upper and lower tailings areas were
equipped with drainage systems to direct infiltration 1o the creek. The systems were not
connected and did not capture all of the drainage from the tailings areas. Discharge from the
upper tailings area flowed to Ruby Creek and to the lower tallings area, where freated

- .wastewaler from the Henderson mine enters, and flows ultimately to West Fork Clear Creek,
Type of Impact/Media Affected: The discharge from the tailings areas and the mins porial,
which were located in and near Woods Creek had caused the water quality standards in Woods
Creek to be exceeded. Arsenic, cadmium, copper, iron, lead, manganese, silver, nickel, zinc,
xavalent chromium had consistently been detected in the Henderson S
 Nlowed Into lower Urad reservorr, the tailings areas, unaerdrain discharges, and Gutfal
BT Levels of manganese, 2inc, and cadmium in-Outfall 001 had exceeded applicabie water
quality standards. Several of thesa confaminants had been detected in Woods Craek below
each of the tallings areas. ' ' '

Regulatory Actiona/Environmental Claims: The discharges mentioned above had caused
state imits for many water quality parameters to be exceeded. As arasult, the site was listed
under Section 304() of the Clean Water Act (CWA) as significantly contribuling to-impairment of
water quality In Woeds and West Fork Clear Creeks. In response, the state issued Urad a permit
that was intended 1o fulfill the requirements under Section 304(l). EPA, however, determined
that the state permit did not satisfy these requirements and, therefore, disapproved the proposed
permit in lieu of8 federal permit. The fedaral NPDES permit issued for URAD in June 1991
served as the “individual controf strategy” {ICS) to address the impacts on Woods and Clear
Creek. The permit required that Urad meet final effluent limits based on applicable water quality
standards and comply with all toxicity limits at Qutfalis 002 andg 003,

References: U.S. EPA. Draft. Mining Waste Releases and Environmental Effects Summary for
the Stale of Colorado. March 1994,

Page 45

INGC 6683 233 8455 .

L=




January 20, 1998

GREEN BAY’S LAMBEAU FIELD IS
DOWNSTREAM FROM THE PROPOSED EXXON MINE:

Wisconsin Communities and Businesses
In the Mining Impact Area

Green Bay’s Lambeau Field is a symbol of the state and
regional communities and businesses that will be impacted,
if any of these proposed sulfide mines have an accident or
leak into our water supplies, due to inadequate technology.

The Super Bowl is not the only Big Game that people
will be watching. In the State Assembly, it is even bigger.

. Tt is mot true that only local communities along the
Wolf River are affected by the proposed mining. :
The reality is, that communities throoughout the state
and region are at risk from the proposed mining district
without adequate technology.
our water systems are interconnected and far~reaching.
(1) our Northwoods is a rich tapestry of river and
1akes and wetlands and underground water systems.

: (2) Wisconsin is part of larger watersheds, which we
directly impact. The eastern part of Wisconsin is in the
watershed of the Great Lakes. The state’s northern border
is on Lake Superior. Western Wisconsin is in the headwaters
_ of the Mississippi River. . . G

Tt is not just one or two mines. A major mining
district of some 12 to 20 mines is planned for the
Northwoods of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, and the area.

~Mining in this sulfide geology is very dangerous, with
a record of environmental and econonic disasters. Deadly
acid mine drainage, and toxic pollutants such as lead,
mercury, arsenic, and radioactivity, could be unleashed into
our water systems. Bach of these is a public health threat.

Exxon, and others of who are targetting the Northwoods,
are world-famous for causing environmental and economic
disasters-~such as the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska, and
the uranium mining accident at the Serpent River in Canada.

Proposed mines in northeastern Wisconsin include:
Exxon-Rio Algom’s Crandon mine, a BHP mine, and even a
potential Kerr-McGee uranium mine.

Imagine what would happen if a leak or accident,
without adeguate technology, occurred at any of these
sulfide mines--and the pollution entered the water systems.

Any water contamination would first hit the communities
in the immediate area: Crandon and Mole Lake Sokaogon;
Pickerel: Antigo:; and conmunities along the Wolf River
(world-famous for its rafting and fishing), including the
Menominee Nation, Stockbridge-~Munsee (Mohican)}, and Shawano.



Then, the pollution would get into the groundwater,
travel down along river and water routes, and spread into
the Lake Michigan watershed. Those communities include:
Green Bay; Appleton, Oshkosh, Fond du Lac and other
communities of Lake Winnebago; Milwaukee; Racine; Kenosha;
Chicago; Indiana; and Michigan.

If Green Bay, for example, is hit by leaks from the
proposed mines in Northeastern Wisconsin, it could suffer
significant pollution of its water supply. What do people
do who have to deal with a poisoned water supply? Would
they be faced with a terrible decision--stay with their
families in Green Bay, or move to a safer water supply?

What would happen to the water fountains at the
packers’ Lambeau Field? What would the Green Ray Packers
organization do? o L L

" That is why, without proven technology, sulfide mining
threatens Crandon and Mole Lake Sokaogon, Green Bay and
Oshkosh -and Milwaukee, and...wherever the waters flow.

And we Face the potential loss of our wonderful Tourism
industry from pollution and massive development.

Also, major Wisconsin industries (and +obs) that depend
upon a safe water supply are also at risk. They include:
Cranberry, Tourism, Beer, Dairy, and Farming.

This is why the hunters and fishers and
conservationists voted overwhelmingly in Conservation
Congress meetings all over the state, to protect our waters
and other resources from potential mining pollution.

' ['This*isﬂwhygpeaple'from]all.walkszof-life;andifrom_all

over the state, are speaking out in overwhelming numbers to
protect our economy and environment with regard to sulfide
mining: resort owners and other tourism~based businesses;
local and state government officials; community, regional,
national, and international environmental and human rights
organizations; Labor; religious; citizens and tribal
members: farmers; students; Elders; the disabled; the Youth.

And Green Bay Packer fans.

We must ensure that there is proven technology that is
able to prevent water contamination. Currently proposed
technologies include a liner that will eventually leak, and
an inability to handle acid mine drainage. This is
acknowedged by the mining industry.

The bipartisan Mining Moratorium Bill must be passed—-
without delaying it or trying to kill it with amendments,
under the guise of improving it. -

We look for our representatives’ vote on the protection
of Wisconsin’s water supplies, and its hometowns.

Thank you.

Sjerra Powers

WATER Campaign, Wisconsin mining analyst, 8 years
8 Sherman Ter. #5 Madison, WI 53704
608/249-9158 fax 249-5246
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2110 6th Ave.

Sa. Milwaukee, Wi. 53172
(414) 762-0798

Oct. 14, 1997

To: Members of the Wisconsin Assembly Environmental Committee & concemed citizens
Re: Hearing on the common-sense Mining Moratorium Bill (SB3/AB70)

My name is Don Wescher and T have been a Wisconsin resident for the past 43 years.
I have been active in the community for many yeats and am now a member of a staic
aroup called Democracy Unlimited. Our mission is to regain public control of the giant
transnational corporations that dominate our global economy.

We are oppmeé to the mining operaticns pmposed by such corporations in northern
Wisconsin and support the Mining Moraiorium Bill. Why? Because this is an all loo
familiar scenario today where these hnge corporations come into a Jocality, exploit the
natural resources fo maximize. proﬁts for their investors and corporate leadership, and then
move on with the result that community residents must clean up and pay for the
environmental il cffects that arc 1eft behind.

"The only way we would support any mining projects in this area which is critical fo the
water support system of the region and state is if there is adequate public scrutiny and
control. This does not mean scrutiny and control by government otficiais who are bought
and paid for with corporate dollars. Indeed this is the crux of the problem. Corporations
spend biflions to influence eleciions and elecied representatives. They spend more biltions
on the media to influence public opinion and urge vs to consume more and more. They
spend siill more billions in the courts to plead their cases. Then they come back to the
iegiglamres to request tax breaks and incentives fo stay "competitive" and create iobs,

.- Rememberihe t.v.-ads awhile back saying that the Crandon mine would be good for.
a”he community? Were opponents able to finance a respense‘?--()f course not. Big money
interests also try to divide us against cach other. There was a union official in some of

those ads, and there are probably union people here today from companies producing
mining equipment.  This is a clasmc tactic, pitting workers against environmentalists. But
think about it--whenever else are corporations supportive of unions? Also remember the
spearfishing controversy in northern Wisconsin awhile back? This was after Indian tribes
had voted agamsi mining companies buying their land. Could there have been some
corporate influence fomenting racist sentiments against the Indians?--T wouldn't be
surprised.

Today one of the ongoing news jtems is the fires burning out of control in the
Malaysian area which were slarted in the interests of economic development. 1hope that
we will never have such environmental devastation here. So T ask vou as public
representatives to think carcfully about what is best for the interests of the people of the
state of Wisconsin as a whole and trv not to be overly influenced by the lure of corporate
mongy promoting "growth and development.” Thank you.
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RAnited States Sengte

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
August 15, 1997

The Honorable Ted Stevens, Chairman
Senate Appropriations Commit-ee
$-128 Capitol

Washington, D C. 20515

Dear Mr, Chairmar:

We are writing to urge you to retain the Senate amendment to S. 1004, the Senate’s FY
1998 bill, prohibiting the Army Corps’ consideration of permits that would result in the
diversion of ground water from the Great Lakes basin,

As you may know, the Army Corps recently stated its opinion that ground water is not
covered by Section 1109 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986. This Section
states that, “No water shall ba diverted from any portion of the Great Lakes within the United
States, or from any tributary within the United State of any of the Great Lakes, for use outside .
the Great Lakes Basin unless such diversion is approved by the Governor of each of the Great
Lakes States...” and places constraints on funds for any Federal agency study of the feasibility
of such a diversion, We believe that the Act’s language and legislative history, the Great
Lakes Charter, the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909, judicial decisions, the Federa! charter of
the Great Lakes Commission and its predecessor, and subsequent Congressional authorizations

~and appropriations referencing the waters of the Great Lakes Basin, clearly show Congress’
intent that ground water recharging or discharging into the Great Lakes is part of the Great

Lakes Basin hydrologically speaking and is therefore not divertable without adherence to
Section 1109.

In surmmary, we do nct believe that the Corps’ or Federal funds should be used to
examine the feasibility of diverting or to permit the diversion of ground water from the Great
Lakes basin, unless the letter and the spirit of the law is followed.

We encourage you to keep this provision intact in the final Conference Report. The
one-year prohibition provided in the Senate bill will allow time for the appropriate parties to
get together and determine how best to proceed, including possible legislative clarification, to
permanently prevent covert diversions of a very precious resource, ground water in the Great

Lakes Basin.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

San. Lavin Sex“./Glenn
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S n. Wellstone Sen. Moynihan
Sen. DeWine Sen. Femgald

CC: Sepator Domenici
Senator Cochran
Senator Gorton
Senator McConnell
Sepator Benpett
Senator Burns
Seunator Craig
Senator Reid
Senator Byrd
Senator Hollings
Senator Murray
Senator Kohl
Sepator Dorgan
Sepator Inouye
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_ByTERRYBURT ..
“Tribune Monroe County Bureau

SPARTA, Wis. — Tourism is
increasingly big business in
- Monroe County, where visitor
- spending — and the jobs )
" conmected with that spending —
grew faster than in any other
¢ Coulee Region county last year.
‘Tourists spent $70.8 million

dollars in Monroe County in 1996,

up 30.7 percent from a year

Coulee Region countlesshow _Bi_é ihcome;jéﬁfgalns'

jobs, to.1,967. .

- La Crosse County remained
+topsin-the Coulee Region at

snagging tourism income,
receiving $142.2-million in
tourist spending, a 7.9 percent
increase. AlL surrounding
counties. in the Coulee Region had
tourism spending increases.
Vernon County ranked second
behind Monroe with a 24.3
percent increase.

The employment. growth from

Department of Tourism; -
‘The-Monroe County: inereases -
in spending and employment "~ .
from fourism also’grew faster
between 1995 and.1996 than the

state did as a whole, ™'

Sharon Berns, director of the-
Sparta Chamber of Commerce,
said the Elroy-Sparta Bike Trail -
in the western part of the county
and the cranberry bogs and
related attractions in the eastern
part were among the hig.

* earlier. The increased spending
resulted in the creation of more

: than 500 new tourism-related information from

AREA TOURISM

The first figures for each county arg 1996 tourist

Spending and the percent increase from a vear earlier.

~The second figures are the number of tourism-related
‘jobs and the increase from a year earfier.

N CRAWFORD: 5259 million, up 16.8 percent;

710 jobs, up 16.3 percent,

= JACKSON: 327.5 million, up 14.2 percent;

765 jobs, up 185 percent.

M LA CROSSE: $142.2 million, up 7.9 percent;

3,914 jobs, up 9.3 percent, .

M MONROE: $70.8 million, up 30.7 percernt;

1,967 jobs, up 26.1 percent. _ 4

M TREMPEALEAU: $21.8 million, up

17.2 percent; 601 icbs, up 176 percent,

B VERNON: 324.5 miflion, up 243 percent;
674 jobs, up 21.6 percent.

the spénding boom in Monroe
County was 26.1, according to

attractions for Monroe County

the Wisconsin

visitors.

Also, she and Eric Prise,
director of the Toemah
Chamber of Commerce, agree

-that the increase in tourism to

Monroe County reflect the
payoif of their agencies
working together,

The two chambers, along
with the Menroe County
Tourism Committee, support
attendance at travel shows
across the Midwest and also
sponser seminars and produce
local publications with
contents aimed at tourists,

The 30-year-old bike trail,
sald Berns, has high name
recogrition even in areas
outside Wisconsin. This year,
she said, Sparta tourism

‘officials will conduct several

bicycle-related shows.

The Monroe tourism group
also sponsors advertising in
several major markets
including ones in Illinois,
Minnesota and lowa.

The Monroe County Museum
in downtown Sparta is also a
draw for many who come into
the area,

Ses TOURISM, backpage _

The museum has a twin
theme — bicycling and space
expioration, ]

The fact that former
astronaut Donald “Deke”
Slayton was‘a native of
Monroe County gives the space
theme a local flavor.

“The museum is a wonderful

- asset to the community,” said

-Berns. ““When people are done
., Tiding the trails they often
 “visit the museum. It helps keep
¢ them in'the area.”

Tourism, she said, “is a

vgood:way to create jobs.” .

Statewide, tourists spent
$6.58 billion in 1996, up 7.36
percent. The tourism industry
job total of 182,086 iobs was up
9.41 percent from the previous
year, :
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{b) For all mining waste facilities with a pla_n of opera-
tion approved under 5. 144.44 (3}, Stats., after May 20,
1978, the owner shall be responsible for the long-term
care of the facility for 30 years after facility closure. The
fees to be paid by the owner or operator into the waste
management fund shall be in accordance with sub {3} (2}
or (b}, whmhever fee i greater '

(c) For all mmg waste facxhties not approved as set
forth in par. (b), the fees to be paid by the owner or opera-
tor into the waste management fund shall be those indi-
cated in sub. (3) (a) or (b), whichever fee is greater. The
owner or operator of a mining waste facility in existence
on May 21, 1978 may, but will not be required to, seek
approval of the facility’s plan of operation under s. 144.44
{3} (ar), Stats.

(d) For those companies which have provided proof of
financial responsibility by the net worth method under s.
144.443 (4} and (8), Stats., the fees to be paid by the owner
or operator into the waste management fund shall be in
accordance with sub. (3) (¢), if applicable, or sub. {3} by,
whichever fee is greater.

(2) Cmnmc.amm. The owner or operator of a licensed
mining waste site facility shall certify, on a form provided
by the department, the amount of waste received and dia-
posed of during the preceding reporting pericd. The de-
partment shall specify the term of the reporting period on
the certification form. The department shall mail the cer-
tification form to the owner or operator every January.
The certification form shall be completed and returned to
the depariment with the appropriate fee within 45 days
after mailing of the form by the department to the owner
or operator. An owner or operator failing to submit the
waste Thspagement. certfﬁcaman form and’ appropnate
fees within 45 ‘days after mailing of the form to the owner
or operator shall pay a late processing fee of $50.

{3) Fees. (a) The mining waste tonnage fees established
in 5. 144.441 (4), Stats., are summarized in table 2.

TABLE 2
WASTE MANAGEMENT FUND TONNAGE FEES

Waste Type Fee

Hazardous tailing solids 1.5¢/ton
2. Nonhazardous tailings solids 0.2¢/ton

or nonacid producing taconite

tailings solids
3. Hazardous sludge 1.0¢fton
4. Nonhazardous sludge 0.5¢/ton
5.  Hazardous waste rock G.3¢/ton
6. Nonharzardous waste rock or 0.1¢/ton

nonacid producing taconite

waste rock
7. Any prospecting or mining 0.5¢/ton.

waste not specified in catego-
ries 1 to 6 above

(b} As provided in s. 144.441 (5), Stats., the owner or
operator shall pay to the department a waste manage-
ment fund base fee of $100 for each calendar year.

Register, September, 1995, No. 477

W’ISCGNSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

(¢) The facilities described in sub. {1) (d) shall i mcrease

the tonnage fees in par. (a) by 25%.

{#) Usre or vunp. Only an approved mmmg waste facxiw
ity as defined in 8. 144.441 (2) (=) 2., Stats.; is eligible for
use of the money accumulated in the waste management
fund. The monies in the waste management fund shall be
expended exclusively as set forth in 5. 144.441 (8), Stats.

(5) DETERMINATION OF WASTE TONNAGES. (2) Defermina-
tion by owner or operator. The owner or operator shall,
subject to department approval, use one of the following
methods for determining the number of tons of waste re-
ceived and disposed of at the mining waste facility.

1. The owner or operator may use actual weight or vol-
ume records as recorded under s. NR 182.14 (1) (b} Lb.

2. The owner or operator may establish by fis=ld mea-
surement the volume of waste disposed and convert to a
weight using an assumed compaction density,

(b} Department estimates. The department may esti-
mate by waste category the number of tons received at a
mining waste facility. The department’s estimate shall
appear on the certification form and shall be based on the
number of tons received and reported on for the previous
reporting period.

{6) WASTE MANAGEMENT FUND EXPENDITURES. (a) Pay-
ments for long-term care after termination of owner re-
sponsibility. The department shall determine the neces-
sary maintenance requirements for the long-term care of
an approved mining waste facility after the termination of
the owner’s responsibility. The department shall comply
with s. 16.75, Stats., when applicable, for contracting ser-
viges for the reqmred iong—term care mamtenance of min-

“ing waste f‘acﬁmes

(b} Payments of related costs. The department shall
comply with s. 144.441 (6} (f), Stats., prior to making any
expenditures from the waste management fund under s.
144.441 (6} {e), Stats,

(e} Other payments. The department may expend mon-
jes from the waste management fund in accordance with
5. 144,441 (8) (g} to (i), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1982, No. 320, ff. 9-1-82; am., Register,
May, 1984, No. 341, off, 5-1-84,

NR 182.19 Exemptions and modifications. (1) The depart-
ment may grant exemptions from the requirements of this
chapter and modifications to any license, plan of opera-
tion, or other authority issued under this chapter as pro-
vided in &. 144,44 (3) {c} and (7), Stats., if such exemptions
or modifications are consistent with t;he purposes of this
chapter and ch. NR 132 and will not violate any applicable
federal or state law or regulation.

(2} All requests for exemptions by the applicant shall be
made at least 90 days before the hearing under s. 144,838,
Stats., unless the condition which is the basis for the re-
quested exemption ig unknown to the applicant prior to
that time or for good cause shown. If an applicant applies
for an exemption less than 90 days before the hearing
under s. 144,836, Stats., the portion of the hearing con-
cerning that exemption request shall be held no earlier
than 90 days after receipt of the application for the ex-
emption. Requests for exemptions may be made by any

i,
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-EPA's New
Toxic
~Prioritization
Software

Lynn Persson,

WDNR, Bureau of

On June 23" the federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), announced the
availability of a test version its "Waste
Minimization Prioritization Tool.” This is a
software package that helps screen and
prioritize: chemlcais according to their
persistence, bioaccumulation, toxicity, and
quantity. The software also contains a
crosswalk identifying which RCRA waste
codes are likely to contain these chemicals.

assistance centers and other entities make
progress toward the goals of EPA's 1994
Waste Minimization Nationa! Plan. {This
plan calls for a fifty percent reduction in
presence of the most toxic chemicals in
hazardous waste by the vear 2005.)

EPA is currently developing a list of
"National” PBT Chemicals in order to track
progress in meeting the Waste Minimization
Plan’s goals. Also EPA’s RCRA program is

CMP erative . Eny. Designed to be flexible, the software working with other EPA programs to better
. Assistance evaluates different waste and emission streams  address cross-program PBT priorities and
to determine which are the most toxic waste transfer issues.
(“PBT” or Persistent Bicaccumulative Toxic) The comment period for this “tool” (Federal
chemicals. The tool scores hazardous Register 62 FR 33868) has been extended to
.chenllca}s ona m"k,fﬁg of 0 10,16 based on October 7, 1997. Copies of the software -
two potentaaE -level" 'scores, one reflecting the package and documentation can be obtained
humaﬂ hﬁﬂlﬂ'} IlSk potential and the other the by callmg the RCRA]S&p@If&nd/CERCL A
ecoiogwa} nsk potermai of the chemical. Hotline at (800)424-9346. You can also -
EPA deveioped the "Waste Minimization obtain the information at EPA s world web
Prioritization Tool" software to help site:
generators, government agencies, technical :
- Haz. Waste Proposed revisions to the hazardous waste ¢ In hearings at Eau Claire, Waukesha Green
management code have gone to public . Bay and Madison, only one notable. point of
: CO_d.e hearing, and the written comment period concern was raised. Several people suggested
e (NR 600) L ended August 8,:1997.. This proposed rule - _ that the existing exemption from reguiation as.
RGV! SO ﬂ : o ,__package includes Wisconsm s adaptation.. ~ . hazardous waste accorded to wastes generated
' of several major: Federal rules including - by metallic mining operations be repealed
: Subpart CC of the rule affecting fugitive This exemption is based upon an analogous
- Al Matano air emissions from hazardous waste
R “facilities (NR 633) and a:second new
" 'WDNR, ‘chapter, ch. NR 690 will incorporate the ckage will be
. Bureau of Waste provisions of the Universal Wastes Rule - presented to, the Natural Resources Board in * -
. ""Management (40 CFR Part. 273) Finally, the land . October, proceedmg to legzsiatzve review in
disposal restrictions, ch. NR 675 in the early 1998. Our best estimate of the earliest
state regulations, and Part 268 of 40 CFR, possible effective date is March 1, 1998.
have been substantially revised. (Refer to Please contact Al Matano at 608/267-3531
the June 1997 issue of Waste Less News.)  regarding questions
Mercury into the environment - it can vaparize nd waste and sludge. Other sources include
fcontinued from page 2) contribute to air emissions.Most mercury . medical waste, chlorine and chior-alkali
emissions.in Wisconsin result from - . production, and cement manufacturing.
mdusma} acnvxt;ss, such as fossil fuel :
Several pollution prevention programs are in
place in Wisconsin to minimize or ehmmate
atmcsphere when these matenals : the use of mercury.
burned. Merc&ry is also released ough
land disposal and the incineration of solid
Waste - Less - News  PUBL-SW-190 Vol. 8, Issue 3; September 1997  Page 5
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October 14, 1997

REPRESENTATIVE MARC DUFF, CHAIR ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

As the fifth generation of my family to live in Shawano along the
banks of the Wolf River (designated as an Outstanding Water Resourcel),
I feel a deep moral responsidility to preserve our clean water for
future generations. Clean water is now - and will be in the future -
our most valuable natural resource! All of life depends on clean
water. All of us - individually and collectively - are responsible
for preserving our water. If there is the slightest chance that we
might pollute our groundwater -~ and we deliberately choose to take
that chance - then we are morally irresponsible! There is no
fechnology to stop pollution of groundwater once it begins. T am not
willing to take that chance ~ and. thousands of people south of Crandon
are speaking loud and clear that they also are not willing to take
that chance. What happens in Crandon most definitely affects everyone
downriver. Over 135 towns, villages, counties, cities, and Wisconsin
organizations have joined a growing list that have passed resolutions
and/or support the Mining Moratorium Bill. Tourism supports 182,000
jobs, creating 6.5 billion in revenue - the loss of jobs and revenue
from pollution of our waters would far outweigh any economic gains
from mining! Progress may be inevitable, but not all progress is
for the good of all.

Last summer [ spent 18 days in Russia traveling over 2,000 miles
down the Volga River - where I saw no wildlzfe and ¥ could not drink

~the ‘water - all due to poliutloa " WHAT A TREASURE WE HAVE IN WISCOHSIH
'IN OUR. CLEAN HA?ER' I returned home determ;ned to help preserve our

precxous water for future generations. I have never demonstrated or
been an activist, until now. I find it ironic at age 59 to he labeled
an "environmental activist®™. If being a concerned citizen makes me

an activist - then T am proud to wear the label. I feel s0 strongly
about the potential disaster to our Wolf River watershed that I cannot
and will not sit back and allow greed and the political arema to
destroy it.

I ask you, Marc Duff, and the Assembly Environment Committee to
retain the wording of Mining Moratorium Bill AB70-SB3 as passed by
the Senate 29-3 amd to bring the bill out of committee to be voted
on by the Assembly. I ask you to listen to your conscience - and to
the majority of Wisconsin citizens who support the Mining Moratorium
Bill.

SlﬂC%ﬁ@lY;

’/n éwﬁf’/;%m

N6725 Balsam Row %
Shawano, WI 54164

715-526-3426




Resolutions Opposing the Crandon Mine or Pipeline
As of 03/12/97++

39 counties, cities, villages and towns on the Wisconsin River have passed resolutions or
have gone on record in opposition to the Crandon Mine and/or pipeline**:

1. Opposes mine. 2. Opposes pipeline.

Dane County 2
Richland County 1,2
Sauk County 1,2
City of Lodi Columbia County 2
Village of Arena Iowa County 1,2
Village of Biron Wood County 1,2
Village of Brokaw Marathon County 2
Village of Lake Delton Sauk County 1,2
Village of Merrimac Sauk County 1,2
Village of Muscoda Grant County 1,2
Village of Necedah Juneau County 1,2
Village of Plover Portage County 2
Village of Prairie du Sac Sauk County 2
Village of Sauk City Sauk County 1,2
Village of Spring Green Sauk County 2
Village of Whiting Portage County 1,2
Town of Birch Lincoln County 2 =

- Town of Boscobel Grant County 1 2.
Town of Caledonia Columbia County 2
Town of Dekorra Columbia County 1,2
Town of Delton Sauk County 2
Town of Eau Pleine Portage County 2
Town of Fairfield Sauk County 1,2
Town of Grand Rapids*
Wood County 2
Town of Honey Creek Sauk County 1,2
Town of Knowlton Marathon County 2
Town of Lodi Columbia County 1,2
Town of Mazomanie Dane County 1,2
Town of Merrimac Sauk County 1,2
Town of Millville Grant County 1,2
Town of Newport Columbia County 1,2
Town of Prairie du Sac Sauk County 2
Town of Quincy Adams County 1,2
Town of Roxbury Dane County 2
Town of Sumpter Sauk County 2
Town of Troy Sauk County 2
Town of Watterstown Grant County 1,2




Town of Wyoming Iowa County 2
*opposes dumping untreated wastewater from any source into Wisconsin River

24 other counties, villages, towns and organizations have passed resolutions or have gone
on record in opposition to the Crandon Mine and/or pipeline**:

Menominee County 1

Qutagamie County 1

Shawano County 1

Waupaca County 1

Menominee Nation Menominee County 1

City of Appleton, Outagamie County

City of New London, Outagamie County 1, 2

City of Shawano, Shawano County

City of Wisconsin Rapids, Wood County 1

Town of Bartelme Shawano County 1

Town of Fort Wmnebago Columbia County 1,2
Town of Lessor, Shawano County 1

Town of Narvarino Shawano County 1

Town of Richmond Shawano County 1

Town of St. Lawrence, Waupaca County 1

Town of Waukechon Shawane County |

Town of Wescott Shawano County 1

Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc. Vilas County 1.
- Petenwell-Castle Rock Property Owners Assoc. Adams County 1,2

*.+ Pickerel/Crane Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District Forest County 1

- Portage Canal Society Columbia County 2
Stockbridge Munsee Community Shawano County 1
Trout Unlimited fowa County 1,2
Walleyes for Tomorrow Fond du Lac County 1

10 counties, towns and organizations that have passed resolutions or legislation opposing
mining in general:

Clark County

Eau Claire County

Jackson County

Langlade County

Oneida County

Trempealeau County

Town of Ainsworth Langlade County

Town of Bradley Lincoin County

Rolling Stone Lake Protection Rehabilitation Langlade County
Brown County Conservation AllianceWisconsin




At least 64 Wisconsin Organizations Support the Mining Moratorium:

A Job is a Right Campaign

American Association of Retired People (AARP)
American Vets Mentoring Alliance

Audubon Society - Chappee Rapids Chapter
Audubon Society - Fond du Lac

Chapter Brown County Conservation Alliance
Chippewa Valley Earth First!

Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger

Clean Water Action Counci! of Northeast Wisconsin
Door County Environmental Council, Inc.
EarthWINS

E.C.COLA.

Gray Panthers

Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
Izaak Walton League - Brown County Chapter
Izaak Walton League - Wisconsin Division

Kids for Clean Water

Ledge Preservation

Menominee Nation

Midwest Headwaters Earth First!

Milwaukee Area Greens

Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin Inc.

Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa Community
Musky Club Alliance of Wisconsin

Muskies Incorporated '

‘National People's Campaign - Milwaukee & Madison
Native Forest Network

Navarino Nature Center

North Forests Earth First!

North Woods Alliance

Northern Thunder

Physicians for Social Responsibility - Eau Claire, Madison
Progressive Students Network

Protect Our Wisconsin River

Protect Our Wolf River ~- Shawano, WI

Purple Earth

Red CIliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
River Alliance of Wisconsin

Servite Center for Life

Shoreline Parks Preservation, Inc.

Sierra Club - Coulee Region Chapter

Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter

Sierra Club-Midwest Office

Student Environmental Action Coalition - Oshkosh, Eau Claire, Madison




Sturgeon For Tomorrow

Superior Wilderness Action Network

Trout Unlimited - Northwoods Chapter

University of Wisconsin Greens

UW-Oshkosh Grassroots Collective

Voigt Intertribal Task Force of the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
Walleyes for Tomorrow - Fond du Lac

WATER

Watershed Information News Service (WINS)

Waukesha Environmental Action League

Wisconsin Audubon Council

Wisconsin B.A.S.8. Federation :

Wisconsin Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church
Wisconsin Citizen Action

Wisconsin Environmental Decade - Oshkosh, Milwaukee, Madison
Wisconsin Family Farm Defense Fund, Inc.

Wisconsin Indian Education Association

Wisconsin Resources Protection Council

Wisconsin Trout Unlimited

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Wolf River Watershed Alliance

** Information provided by Mining Moratorium Campaign, Wolf Watershed Educational
Project, Wisconsin Resources Protection Council, Shopper Stopper in Merrimac WI, and
Menominee Nation
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River Alliance Comments
F WISC ONSIN : _ - Delivered by Zev Ross
’ Conservation Programs Coordinator -

122 STATE S;I;REET SUITE 200 _ ) -
Milwaukee, October 14, 1997

. MADISON, WISCONSIN 53703
608-257-2424 FAX 608-251-1655 -
-wisrivers@ige. apc.com

The River Alliance of Wisconsin is a nen-proﬁt non-partisan river conservation orgamzat;on with
600 members statewide. We represent hundreds of anglers and boaters throughout Wisconsin
who care deeply about keepmg our rivers and streams clean.

I am speakmg here. today in favcr of the Mimng Moratorium Bill because the Rwer Alliance is'
_concerned about the LONG TERM €conomic and natural resource health of the state. We want
- 10 see Wisconsin put prevention. of contanunataon and grotectao of our natural resources ahead .

of pmﬁts for multmatxonai corporataons

.

The Wolf szer in pamcuiar is one of our most- p're'ciéu's natural resources. It s one of the few
places in Wisconsin that boasts Class III and IV whitewater and has naturally reproducing
populations of brook brown and rainbow trout. :

'As you may know, earlier this year American Rivers, a national river conservation organization,
listed the Wolf Rivér.as the fifth most endangéred river in North America. They put the Wolf on
the list because the experts at American Rivers have seen the destruction of thousands of miles of

nver by acxd mimng They know that acid mmmg cannct be done safeiy 4

" 'But it’s: not jnst the rivers affected by acnd mmmg it’s aise our iecal cornmumtles A large part of :
tourism in Wisconsin is driven by our beautiful natural resources. We don’t have the empire state
building or Disney World but we have the Wolf and Wisconsin Rivers. PeopIe visiting our natural o
Tesources pump mﬁhons of dollars into our local commumtaes _ o E

We need te protect these natural resources NOW to ensure the iong-term economic heaith of our
locai cemmumtxes

We' support the Mining Moratorium Bill because it puts protection and prevention ahead of

- profits for Exxon. Seventy citizen environmental and conservation groups, representing hundreds
of thousands of Wisconsin citizens support the Mining Moratorium Bill. Thousands of citizens
have shown up at rallies and hearings to suppor‘t the bill and the State Senate passed it

overwhelmingly eaﬁy this year

It’s time we step back and make sure a technology works before we risk our most precious
resources. The Mining Moratorium Bill is a common-sense approach to protect the economic and.
natural resource health of our state for future generations.

A vote against the Moratorium Bill is a vote against the people.

Printed on 100% recycled, chiorine-free paper with soy oil ink. l:
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" challenged the

Fendwaters Group of Wonthorn Thumdes
PO Bex 124
Fairchild, W1 54741
T715/334-2271

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE OF THE
METALLIC MINING MORATORIUM BILL

Dear Committee Members;

As a resident in one of the primary mining exploration target zones in West Central
Wisconsin, 1 have tried to follow the claims of the mining companies carefully and to educate myself
as much as possible to both the long term and immediate social/economic impacts of metallic mining
in Wisconsin,

As part of this effort to educate myself, I took part of my vacation time last week to visit the
community of Elliot Lake, Ontario where both Rio Algom and Rio Tinto have had a major position
in the fate of that community.

Besides seeing a'struggling community trying desperately to recover from a massive economic
bust resulting from:the mines’ closure, photographing obvious conditions of serious eavironmental
degradation and taking water samples for analysis, I also had the opportunity to tour the Rio Algom
Stanliegh Mine, presently in the process:of being decommissioned. What was most interesting about
this operation was their promotion of their sulfide tailings disposal methods: “Deep Water Disposal.”
In promoting this particular technology, they essentially discounted the “Deep Soil Cover” option
being promoted for their Crandon operation. In the words of their fact sheet:

“Deep Soil Cover requires volumes of clean material to cover the extensive tailing surface..to a
depth of 1 mefre to 3 metres...Acid generation would not be eliminated but would be
substantially reduced. This method also carries the risk that the tailings might inadvertently be
disturbed by future generations for industrial, domestic or recreational purposes.”

The question is, if we are to believe the mining companies propaganda, which set of “facts” are
we to chose from?

This contradiction in messages is not unique. For over a year now our organization has been
monitoring the information campaigns being set forth by the mining interests and have:openly .
_ r claims with the facts that we see in the historic record, the weaknesses of our state’s

 statutes, and the inconsistencies such as the example just presented. These counter claims have been
made in a weekly newspaper alert, published in our local weekly and shopper newspapers. The
mining company and their supporters have been following these claims and have challenged us on
three minor issues of interpretation that we have clarified. Otherwise, our claims stand as
unchallenged and represent an unequivocal indictment of this industry and its supperters in
Wisconsin. S - L '

I ask you:to take the time to review the facts presented in the attached reprint of our alert
messages. They are a challenge to those who would claim Wisconsin’s interests are protected by
existing regulation and authority. The case has not been made that these technologies are proven,
and until they are, we should not subject the well being of our environment, our economies and our
communities to the threats that these proposed projects offer.

In time, these issues may be answered. At present, however, the Metallic Mining Moratorium

Bill as proposed and amended by Representative Spencer Black is our only safeguard. 1 ask you to
support his legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Wilson
attachment




Guinea Pigs ?  \Wnhatis
the Truth
about Sulfide Mining?
Mining promoters claim
the DNR requires
mining
companies
to prove
scientifically
their methods
will not damage
the environment.

Let's look
at the
missing pieces:

§ * Scientific :p_m()_f- _.i's_:ﬁba_s_e:d'_'ﬁoﬁ _the reproducibility of |

~ results—a = demonstration that the technology ¥

works—not simply theories, faulty computer models,
engineering projections from corporate-funded
consultants and rubber stamp approvals from a
politicized Department of Natural Resources.

|« Even mining company executives, when challenged,
cannot identify a single successfully reclaimed metallic
sulfide mine similar to those proposed for Wisconsin.

"« The Sulfide Mining Moratorium Bill prohibits the
mining of a sulfide ore body until a similar mine has
been operated elsewhere and closed for at least ten
years without polluting surface or ground waters.

« Tell your legislators to support the Sulfide Mining
Moratorium Bill as amended by Representative
Spencer Black because you don’t want our state to be
used as a guinea pig for unproven technologies for the
profit of foreign mining interests.




Legislators, DNR officials,
mining company executives,
and pro-mining supporters...

Promoters of sulfide mining in Wisconsin say
the environmentalists are spreading lies and misinformation.

We challenge you to tell us
where we are wrong!

Our goal has been to expose the truth about sulfide mining and its impacts
~ on our environment and our communities.
We have been publishing these alerts—once every week— for over a year.

So far, we have been challenged on only three details needing further
clarification—which we have amended.

The rest of our facts
stand unchallenged.

We present here hundreds of sound reasons
why sulfide mining is a bad idea for our state.
- The evidence is overwhelming.
Sulfide metallic mining is NOT a wise use.
Unless all of the claims presented here can be answered,

in good conscience you have no choice but to tell the mining companies '.
they have not made their case and you should

Support the Mining Moratorium Bill

as amended by Representative Spencer Black.

The attached flyer is a collection of 2/3 size reproductions of 54 newspaper alerts published across Wisconsin
over the fast year by the Headwaters Group of Northern Thunder (P.O. Box 124, Fairchild, Wi 54741
7156/334-2271 resenergy@aol.com) designed to counter the misinformation campaigns supported by the mining
companies. We welcome your corrections, ideas for future alerts and contributions. We also offer camera-ready

i versions of these and similar alerts for publication in your own newsletters and local newspapers.




Scenic Overlook ?
What is the Truth About Sulfide Mining?

Mining Company Executives say
mining is good for the towrist indusiry.

Let's look at the missing pieces

= B's your choice! | ) :
Broughttn you by the Heagwaters Geoup of Nodnern Thunder
G Box 124, Fachld, WA 86741 TOSOMATT -

“New-Environmental” Mantra
al - What is the Truth about
S Suifide Mining?

“Whiven stk birgbesiaiagtrmin Aneriol
‘Wisennsiohusthetonghest

. ininglawsinisne
Wisconsinbasthetoughest
pimaghwsinAmerica
Wiscansinhusthe
toughestmining
hwsinAmerica
Wisconsinhastbe
toughestmining
lawsin America
Wisconsinhasthe
toughestmining
IawsinAmerica

deetedookatthemissing pieces:
*» Exxon lohbyist Fames Derouir was the first to make the
claim in 1281 that Wisconsin hes the mast stringent set
- of daws regulating metallic mining in the country,
* Siace-then, mining execsiives, holders, ing
. politicians-and Thompson Administzation officizls Buve
"rapented The claim Gver and over again despite the facts
Shiat it never wes frue and Wisconsin’s mining laws bave
_hetn weakened repestedly since 1981, -0 L
* I 1996 the Western Governors Association Mine Waste
Task Force determined that 11 ouf of E? states had mine
wasle groundwaier protection standards sirowger than
Wisconsin's,
. = Wisconsin laws were ubout average on issues of bonding,
sir quality and itpoandment embankment stability,
+ Et’s like the Nazi's *big Hie™ propagaada sﬁa‘ategf'[; Bt
|- doesi’t matter how oiiragesus A claim you make, i you
- repeat H enougl, propie will hegin ¢ believe je's trae,

© tha Haadwatars Group of Northers Thunder
B L e S e

Trust Us....
e're it 1"

What is
the Truth
About Suifide Mining?

Kenneeoli's local
Project Mannger
asked us to trest them
because they are
& large company;
ke says

the smaler
eompanics
are worse

Let's iook af the
migsing pieces:

* s trwe; Rie Tinto is the lrgest mining company in
the world,

* Tn 1988 Kennecott Copper ranked # I in reloase of
toxic metals in the EPA’s Toxic Release Faventory.

= Their Flambeaw Mine was one of the sonaflest yet
#ichest copper and gold mines in the world

= Flambeau had the furgess profit in the shorfest period
of time {nearly 12 billion delars in Tour vearsy with
the gremest retarn om  investaent  fnearly
three-to-one),

*+ They also have the state’s Jowsst corporate tax rate
fless than 5% versus over ¥.9% for other industries),
-+ Adter Tour years of “economic development.” Rusk

County has the state’s highes! unemployment rate.
* Last year Kennecnft dumped 904,800 gailows of
sulfuric acid at their Utsh facility. This was only the
-second largest harardeus spill in the U8, for 1996,
= Oh well, you can’t afwaps he number ane!
Srought 10 you by the Headwatess Group of Nathem Thunder
P.0. Box 134, Fairehid, 1 54743 . 78/34-2271
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Access to the Land—
An Endangered Species

What is the Truth
about Sulfide Mining?

Mining company
officials assure us
that exploration
daes mot interfere
with other uses
of the iand,

lLet's look at the
missing pieces

=

+ Before the mining tompany came te town, the lzad was
generally unposted and most residents allowed their
neighthors free access 1o the land for hunting and other
recreational purposes.

* After the land was leased by the mining company, *NO
TRESPASSING? signs went up.

* Even without leascholder's kmowiedge, minin o
efficials sent out Iciters demying neiphbors® sccess to
these previously opes lands.

. Thea' claim they don’t wunt “the environmentabists™ to
“seed” the land with endanpered species of other
mgterials thet might Hmdt thelr explomation activitics.
{Kennecott’s excuse for why they failed to find numereus
endangered amd threatened species in the Flambean
River was that someone must have plented them silier
they did their survey.) |

* B0 what are we supposéd to do with oar pesting gair of
Cafiforniz Condots aow we can't plans them?

Bronght 1o you by e Headwaters Group of Nohem Thunder

- P20, Box 124, Fairchid, Wi 54781 715/334-2271

‘THEY ARE US !
What is the Truth about
Buifide Mining?

Miming company
supporters
claim their only
apposition comes
from a minority of
bleediag-heart
eavironmeatzlists,

Let's fook at the
missing pieces

Legy-don
sulfide mine praject were apposed to it, compered td only
3t% who were in favor of the project,

+ In Febiuary the Wiscomsin Senste passed the Sulfide
Mining Morstorinm Bill with 2 bipurtisan vote of 29-3,

* On April 34, henters, fishers and frappers met in their

. county -seats | all. scross Wisconsin at their amnual

. Conservanion Congress meetings. This is how they vefed:

« 2456-10-35 supported a Statewide propossl subj
mines to ke Same water quality standards as other
Industrics,
* 21d-ta-73 proposed the DNR create wn afternative fo
durping Crandon Mine wastes in the Wiscensin River.
* 1a Jackson, Fau Claire, Trempealesu snd Bunn Counties
Ceaservation Ceongress members ananimously passed g
roniosal fn encoutage the Assembly to pass the Suifide
Miaing Muoratoriuee BHI -State-wide this resolution was
stipperted by 58% of the voters.
* S0 much for the fringe minority!
Brought 1 you by the Heedwaters Group of Narthem Trunder
PO Box 124, Fairehild, Wi 54741 71 5!33-%2‘271

You Drive a Car Don’t You?

s . What Is the Truth
-about Sulfide Mining?

Mining companies
tike fo pemind uy
that we aH nse

minersls so we
should support
their local nrining
projects,

Let's jook at the
missing pieces

« The Northern Miner veporis that “Despite the muany
& o o Tuad s ibe 16 be characterized
by gross pply.. No scenario imaginabl
coufd aflew demand 1o rise a4 a Fast enotph raie fo
consume this cofosse] mountain of metal”

* The Ball Sireet Journai reports “Copper Stockpites are
still rising, there's a Inf of copper around. Tits is going te
be mare thas seasonaf,”

- K s General M dmitted shat in the U.S.
we recycle only about 30% of the capper we use.

+ Fhe Journal alse reported “Harrick Gold Corp. plans w
close five of its highercost gold mines and sharply

prod at is I t des,”

= There is eneugh reserve af all major metals in mines now
im eperation to areet sur needs well into the 21st Century.

= Minizg companies go where wesk esvironmental laws,
fow taxes, mild locsi ppposition and political clout re
mrost faverable o big prafity,

+ Fhey seem te think Wisconsin Aits that definition,

Brought 10 you by the Heasdwaters Group of Norhae Thusder
PO, Box 126, Faiehiid, Wi 84741 715342071

What is the Difference Between

“True Love” and “A Sulfide Mining

Hazardus Waste Dump” 77
o

What Is the Truth about
Sulfide Mining?

Mining company
execniive
Rodaey Harrill
declared,
“It is completely
insccurate
to describe
these failings
a5 “toxic waste.”™

Let's logk at the
missing pieces:

* The tailings and other miveral wastes from a sulfide mining
aad ore processing operafion contain high levels of the
elencent snifor (whose chemicat symbeot i “$™),

* H thewe materinls are ever exposed 4o the oxygen o air 102
and water (Hz0}, the suifur wit band with thexe materials o
Eorm suifurie acid (H2804),

* Fhis sulurie acid, in tarn, leaches tead, mercury and ofher
heavy meetals from the soif aad sllows them to poivon our
groundwaier, ks and siregms.

+ Fhis suifurie acid solotion traly is “toxie®,

+ Only i they ean koep water and air from ever reaching these
waite piles, can we properly destribe them ns “hazardaus”
instend of “toxic™,

* Even puclear wastc has a beif-life of tess of thousands of
yenrs and eventually becomes sade.

- But how Zong do they have to keep sir and waser from catEing
Fnte contact with these suifide wastes sud turning toxic?

(12347257 ¥ dis; QUmngY 3158 A%, RAGPAVIUEE FUTIY SPUIRG ¥ }

Brought fo yau by the Headwaiers Group of Northem Thunde:
PL.O. Box 124, Falrchiic, W! B4747 715/334-3271

Wisconsin’s Rivers....
Who Has the Right to Pollute?

>3 - G

What is the Truth about Suifide Mining?

Equn‘l sewspaper ad says “Thirty-seven municipalitios
and industrics new send water to the Wisconsin River.
Every one mast meet strict water qualiq seandards vet
by the Deparément of Natoral Resources,

Let's look at the missing pieces

* The Eavironmental Protection Agency recopnises that
an ecosystem can onky abserh eh.. poilirion-and
o SURYIve " That " is” why' establishied :
maximat ameount of pollutants allowsble ik any

watershed (Fotat Maximun Daily Loads©

* The Crandon Mining Company {CMC) proposes o
dump 10 bilion gaflons of ;vas!ewat)zf igle the
\’\r}unn;h; River carrving over 30 toxic chemicals and
minepals, .-

* Adlowing 2 particwlar industry to add this much
seilumm i a -wslerway sutomatically  vesiriets
cvelopment-inchuding aﬁrtcuisnre and small business
~within that watershed by “wsing up™ the alfowable
poilidant alloention.

* The Wisconsin DNR, however, caims “.3t is not
anticipated that the propesed [mine waste water
quality] rule will keve an economic tmpact on small
busingsses,"**

* Metallic miniag or true focal economic development?
~The choite is yours,

* Proposed Crileria amdt Pricrits Process for 30346} 1ist Waters 1 Wizeonsin Dot 1596
“PIDNR Notice of Peblic Hearings SWA2T.07 Asrt 1997,

Brought 12 you by the Headdwaters Group of Nonhern Thandet
F.O.Box 124, Fajrchic, Wi 54781 716/34.2271

Conclusive Proof 7?
What is the Truth about

Sulfide Mining?

The mining
gampagy ads say:
“A Company
gt design and
aperate the
project so thai it
protects drinking
water around the
ming”
Let's look at the

missing pleces

» Are chemicabs wsed 3m suffide mining responmsibie for

significant memory loss in middie-aged white males?
« At n meeting in Fairchitd, Flambenn Mining's General
Manager couidn’t nme sy of the chemicsls used in the
ion which ke e terized By “a

ore p Gl

bubsble bath,”

* Similarly, the President of the Exxon Crandon mine sai¢
on Tem Clark’s Public Radio talk show, °1 cannot recalt
the top three chemicals uved in the process.”

» In fact, the Crandsn Mine Permit Application calls for
on-site storage of S-to-F8 Yons of sedium cyamide per
mronth.*

= Is that 5o hard te remember?..Couid it be that something
iz the water is effecting their memery?

* Contael your iscal, county and staie officisls to remind
them of your cencerns for the quality of Wisconsin's
kakes, streams, rivers and groundwater,

“Source: Crandsn Minirg Company Mine Perl Appticetion, Tabie £.%
Typical Reagent Stosage Data, May 1995 p 89

" Browght to you by the Headwaters Group of Northem Thunder
7,0. Box 124, Fairchiid, WA 54741 715334-227¢




